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Passeritrema rysavyi gen. n. and sp. n. (Trematoda: Lecithodendriidae) from
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Summary

Passeritrema rysavyi was described from intestine of Eri-
thacus rubecula (Turdidae) and Motacilla alba (Mota-
cillidae) in the Czech Republic. The genus and the species
have the following features: oblong body covered with
spines, small suckers, weakly developed pharynx, large wi-
dening of the distal part of both branches of intestine.
Testes are one beside the other, ovary laterally in front of
them. Bursa cirri large egg-form is in front of acetabulum
of which it empties onto body surface. Vitellaria are sym-
metrical in two clusters behind testes. Uterus in rear part of
body contains large number of eggs. Genus is monotypic.
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Introduction

Trematodes of superfamily Lecithodendrioidea are parasi-
tes of higher vertebrates. Most frequently, they occur in
amphibians and mammals (especially bats). In birds, they
belong among rare species, as it was found only by few
authors. Development cycles of most of the genera are not
known. This is why opinions on their system differ. Genera
are frequently monotypic, filed into independent subfami-
lies or families (Skarbilovich, 1948; Odening, 1964; Ya-
maguti, 1971; Sharpilo and Iskova, 1989). In insectivorous
birds of Central Europe, they mostly occur for a short pe-
riod between arrival and migration. In Central Europe both
hosts are migrants, hibernate in Mediterranean or in North
Africa.

Material and Methods
In 1962 - 2002, 679 birds of 11 species of family Turdidae

(Erithacus rubecula 115) and 119 birds of 7 species of fa-
mily Motacillidae (Motacilla alba 42) were examined. Al-

together 12 trematodes of family Lecithodendriidae, 11 in
E. rubecula and one in M. alba were found. Trematodes
were fixed in 70 % alcohol, stained with borax carmine
and mounted into Canadian balsam.

All the given sizes are in millimetres.

Results

Passeritrema gen. n.

Generic diagnosis: Lecithodendriidae, Lecithodendriinae.
Type species: Passeritrema rysavyi Sitko, 2003,

Type host: Erithacus rubecula.

Oblong body covered with spines. Subterminal oral sucker
same size or smaller than acetabulum. Acetabulum is in the
middle of body. Pharynx weakly developed. Short intestine
with conspicuously wide branches. Large globular testes
situated in a row on lateral edges of body, separated by
loops of uterus. Oval ovary is laterally in front of them.
Bursa cirri conspicuously large, egg-shaped, in zone of
acetabulum between intestinal branches, are neither spines
nor papillas, empty under orifice of uterus. Genital atrium
present. Cirrus not developed. Receptaculum seminis and
Laurer channel developed. Vitellaria composed from large
follicles laterally, in two clusters behind testes. Uterus in
rear part of body contains a large number of eggs. Excre-
tory sac V-shaped at the end of body. Genus is monotypic,
parasitizing in the intestine of birds.

FPasseritrema rysavyi sp.n.

Description (holotype and 11 paratypes), oblong body
1.571 long (holotype, Fig. 1 a,b) (paratypes: range 1.314 —
1.771 mean 1.513 Fig. 1 c¢,d,e), widest in region of testes
0.514 (0.387 — 0.571, 0.513). Tegument densely covered
with tiny spines, longer in front part of body 0.017 (0.012
— 0.017, 0.017) in dense rows, smaller and sparser be-
hind testes 0.010 (0.007 — 0.010, 0.010). Suckers of small
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